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Michelle McManus sings the praises of The Ladies Driving Challenge
Scotland’s own Michelle McManus, singer and co-presenter of STV’s The Hour, has joined forces with The Fire Fighters Charity to promote their 2011 Ladies Driving Challenge.  Taking part in the event will also be Erin McNeill from Menstrie, who survived horrific burns from a house fire and is now intent on raising money to help the Fire Fighters who saved her, and many others like them.
Michelle McManus said: "I'm thrilled to help out such a worthwhile campaign and encourage the women of Scotland to sign up for the Ladies Driving Challenge in 2011. Erin appeared on The Hour at the end of last year and she is a true inspiration with her fundraising efforts for The Fire Fighters Charity. I'm delighted to be able to lend my support." 
On 14 May 2011, The Fire Fighters Charity will visit Errol Airfield, Perthshire, to give women the chance to drive a variety of large and unusual vehicles in the ‘Ladies Driving Challenge’. Participants will be able to try their hand at manoeuvring a range of different vehicles such as fire engines, trucks and tractors, all kindly donated by local organisations. 

Event Organiser, Jan Mattison, said, “The Ladies Driving Challenge promises to be an exciting day, with the chance to operate a fantastic collection of vehicles often associated with male drivers. The Women-only Challenge is relaxed and great fun, with the focus on handling vehicles with skill and enjoying new experiences, as well as raising money for a good cause.  We are delighted to have the support of both Michelle and Erin for this event and hope that the women of Scotland will join us to raise these much-needed funds”

The challenge is to drive a wide variety of weird and wonderful vehicles!  Each Ladies Driving Challenge is unique, but at any given event you can look forward to driving at least four or five different types of vehicle. Expert tuition throughout ensures you enjoy the special day to the full. 

To take control of the wheel for a day (without the interruption of the usual back seat driver in your life!), all we ask is that you pay a £10 registration fee and raise a minimum amount of sponsorship. 
Jan explained, “Behind the fun, there is a very serious message that we are supporting those heroic fire fighters who risk their lives for us. When they run into a burning building, there is always the very real risk of serious injury, and when the worst happens not only fire fighters suffer, but also their families. The Fire Fighters Charity helps support injured fire fighters, both physically and emotionally, enabling them to return to work faster. Unbelievably, the Charity receives no government funding and relies entirely from beneficiary and public donations”. 
If you would like to take part in this fantastic event and try your hand at driving some unusual vehicles, contact Jan Mattison at jmattison@firefighterscharity.org.uk or call 07823 180961.
Alternatively, visit www.firefighterscharity.org.uk where you can register online and find out about other events in your area. 
- ends –

Notes to editors:
More about The Fire Fighters Charity 

Every year, thousands of fire fighters are injured whilst protecting the public.  Every 30 seconds in the UK, fire fighters are called to an incident, putting their lives on the line, and often sustaining physical injuries whilst carrying out their duties. The Fire Fighters Charity is here for fire fighters during their times of need, and assists thousands of individuals every year, by providing pioneering treatment and support services.  

The modern, dynamic and award-winning charity has three UK centres, located in Cumbria, Devon and West Sussex, which offer varying combinations of therapy and recuperation services.  The Charity’s pioneering Beneficiary Support Services also offer local and remote assistance to people in need nationwide.  It costs over £9 million every year to keep the Charity running, and with no government funding, the Charity is completely reliant upon donations from the general public and fire community. 
Further information:
 
Jan Mattison on 07825 180961 or





Email:  JMattison@firefighterscharity.org.uk 
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